Abstract. The article gives the historic background of the development of post-colonial literature in Canada and enumerates contemporary Canadian writers giving the most interesting facts from their biography and the list of most powerful works. The research compiles the material for better viewing of the modern tendencies of the Canadian literature development as a tradition in the independent country.
Literature as written and spoken material is most often a reflection of the country's history. Frequently students do not know the significant historic events from Canadian history so it is worth of giving them an introduction in order to create later a full picture of the literature as a separate cultural tradition.
The first Europeans to reach Canada were the Vikings. They did establish a colony in North America but they abandoned it because of conflict with the natives. After that Canada was forgotten until the end of the 15 th century. In 1497 the English king Henry VII sent a Venetian navigator and explorer named John Cabot on an expedition across the Atlantic to Newfoundland. Then in 1534 and in 1535-36 a Frenchman named Jacques Cartier sailed on two expeditions to Canada. However no permanent settlements were made in Canada until the early 17 th century. In 1604 a Frenchman named Samuel de Champlain founded Port Royal in Acadia (Nova Scotia) and in 1608 he founded Quebec (this name is believed to be an Algonquin word meaning a narrow part of a river). Margaret Laurence (1926 Laurence ( -1987 is widely read and respected. Writing from childhood she makes plot and personality inseparable showing the audience something they have experienced themselves. Laurence's style is full of symbolism that is easily perceived by an ordinary reader. In one of her short stories entitled "The Loons" the authoress makes these birds and Native Canadians interwoven because the disappearance of the former reflects the exile of the latter. Living with her husband in Africa Laurence wrote and published in 1954 "A Tree of Poverty", her own translation of Somali folktales and poetry, the first such collection ever published in English. Her novels are "This Side Jordan" (1960), "The Stone Angel" (1964), "A Jest of God" (1966), "The Fire-Dwellers" (1969) and "The Diviners" (1974) . "The Stone Angel" is the book for which Margaret Laurence is best known and is consistently listed as one of the greatest Canadian novels ever written. In "The Stone Angel" the writer gives a birth to a fictional Manitoba town called Manawaka which occupies a notable place in the Canadian imagination. The novel is narrated retrospectively by a ninetyyear-old woman Hagar Shipley in her eldest son's home in Vancouver. Laurence presents female perspective on modern life showing us choices women must make and their consequences. Moreover Laurence wrote several books for children and published three short story collections. Also Margaret Laurence was a founder of the Writers' Trust of Canada, a non-profit organization that tries to encourage Canadian writing community. In 1986 Laurence was diagnosed with lung cancer when the stage was already the last one. The authoress committed suicide at her home on January 5, 1987.
Robertson Davies (1913 Davies ( -1995 is well-known internationally. He analyzes his own characters dramatically by exploiting all concepts -"the duality of experience, the beneficence of wonder, the sanctity of the psyche, processes of individualization" [1] . Davies's psychological patterns of this analysis are much more notable than his protagonists. The first significant novel written by Robertson Davies is entitled "Tempest-Tost" (1951). This work opens his first trilogy The Salterton Trilogy set in an imaginary town and depicting cultural Canadian life. The second and third parts of the cycle are "Leaven of Malice" (1954, won special award for humor) and "A Mixture of Frailties" (1958) respectively. This trilogy contrary to the following complicated ones is read like a love story in the best traditions of romantic fairytales. But the real world fame was obtained by the novelist Mordecai Richler ) is one of the most eminent Canadian writers. A singular figure in Canadian literary and cultural history, Richler remained, in the words of critic Robert Fulford, "the loyal opposition to the governing principles of Canadian culture" [2] throughout his long and productive career. His instincts were to ask uncomfortable questions and to take often unpopular moral positions. Born into an Orthodox family in Montréal's old Jewish neighborhood, a community he immortalized in his work, he was from the start a complex and uncompromising figure, at once rejecting many of the formal tenets of his faith. That tension, comedic sensibility and fearlessness about speaking his mind ensured that nearly every word he published displayed a distinctive emotionalism. No one else sounded like Mordecai Richler, and few other writers in Canada have ever demanded, and maintained, such a high profile as both an admired literary novelist and a frequently controversial critic. Richler is considered to have achieved a professional writing style only with his fourth novel, "The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz", published in 1959. The novel gave Canadian literary world one of its most challenging protagonists but the work had little impact in Canada which was still apathetic in terms of art and literature, so the novelist continued living in London where he had settled by 1954. He and his wife did not repatriate permanently with their five children until 1972, and did so then in the thrall of a determined cultural awakening, a period now known as the era of cultural nationalism. Richler both helped define the new literary Canada, and benefited from its unfolding. Other novels of his "The Incomparable Atuk" (1963) and "Cocksure" (1968) are satires of insight and ferocity, as well as caustic, at times surreal wit. "St. Urbain's Horseman" (1971), the seventh novel of Richler, was published simultaneously in England, the USA and Canada, and won Richler his second Governor General's Award (the first was for "Cocksure" and "Hunting Tigers Under Glass"). In 1974, "The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz", by now a well-taught text in Canadian high schools, was also turned into a successful film. The library which Richler portrayed in this novel was given his name in 2015. On its appearance in 1997, "Barney's Version" became an instant bestseller and, shortly, winner of the Giller Prize. By many it is considered to be autobiographical because it is a story of unapologetic Jew Barney Panofsky. The death of Mordecai Richler was mourned throughout all Canada.
Carol Shields (1935 Shields ( -2003 is the author of "The Stone Diaries" (1993, winner of the Governor General's Award, National Book Critics Circle Award and the Pulitzer Prize), "Larry's Party" (1997, winner of the Orange Prize) and "Unless" (2002, winner of the Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize). Shields was an American-born novelist but having got married to a Canadian student got Canadian citizenship. The couple had a son and four daughters. Carol Shields was also intensely interested in Jane Austen and wrote her biography entitled "Jane Austen" which won the 25 000$ Charles Taylor Prize for literary non-fiction in April 2002. Carol Shields died of breast cancer. "The Stone Diaries" is a story of a woman who tries not to be tied to the domestic household, the topic Shields highlights bravely. To the authoress's mind women shouldn't be dedicated housewives only, thus she gives a kitchen a symbolic meaning -in the novel it is a scene of birth and death simultaneously.
Timothy Findley (1930 Findley ( -2002 began his artistic career studying dance and then later theater. His first success as a novelist didn't come in Canada. His first two novels were rejected by Canadian publishers and were in the end published in Britain. The situation changed with "The Wars" (1977) which won a prestigious award and was adapted for film. Findley continued to write establishing his reputation as one of the most beloved Canadian writers. The novel by him "Not Wanted on the Voyage" (1986) remains one of his most popular and is a retelling of the biblical story of Noah and his journey on the ark. "The Telling of Lies" (1989) won an award for mystery writing. The success was followed by "Headhunter" (1993), a dark and futuristic novel. In 1999 Findley published one of the most ambitious novels of his, "Pilgrim", the story of a seemingly immortal man. Also wrote scripts for film and television. As a teenager admitted being homosexual. Timothy Findley was briefly married to the actress, but their marriage lasted only three month. Then he got together with his lifetime friend, the screenwriter Bill Whitehead, and they spent the rest of their lives together. Margaret Atwood was Findley's friend. The writer admired the work of Russian writer Anton Chekhov.
Mavis Gallant (1922 Gallant ( -2014 by virtue of her early contacts with the French-speaking people of Quebec was bilingual from childhood. Best known as a short-story writer but also wrote some novels and essays. After her husband's death Gallant's mother remarried and left her daughter behind with a guardian. Later the writer would say that she had a mother who shouldn't have had children. Gallant changed 17 educational establishments. In her 20s started working as a reporter thus many critics didn't take her seriously as a writer. Gallant left journalism in 1950 to pursue fiction writing fulltime. She moved to Europe with the hope of being able to work exclusively as a writer rather than supporting herself with other work, and settled in Paris, where she resided for the remainder of her life. Her first internationally published short story, "Madeline's Birthday", appeared in The New Yorker and the magazine soon published other stories of hers. But the authoress didnot initially know these later stories had been accepted by the magazine, as her literary agent pocketed $1,535 in royalties and told her the magazine had declined her stories.She discovered that she had been published only upon seeing her name in the magazine while reading it in a library. Fascism was one of the most painful topics for the authoress. Mavis Gallant wrote two novels "Green Water, Green Sky" (1959) and "A Fairly Good Time" (1970), and numerous celebrated collections of short stories: "The Other Paris" (1953), "My Heart Is Broken" (1964), "The End of the World and Other Stories" (1974), "Across the Bridge" (1993). Mavis Gallant valued personal independence and appreciated works by Boris Pasternak who also emphasized that only personal freedom matters.
Margaret Atwood (born in 1939) was born in Ottawa, the daughter of an entomologist therefore ecological catastrophes are acutely highlighted in many of her novels while the
